R . Ihe-Herald: Refer-
“ir. o ence Is made to-the: conden-
- -satlon’ of : the :book: ‘entitled -
*“The  Fourth: Floor," written
. by Earl T. Smith, US. Am-.-
bassador 19 Cuba during the
. time Castro rose to power, -

As best I can make out,
Mr. Smith's general thesis
—outlined on other occasions
— seems to be that while
ambassador to Cuba he insist-
ed to the department that
Castro was a Communist;

1, that our policy toward Cas-
“Q was determined by Jowes -

departmental officials on the
fourth floor; and that these
officlals - (notably Rubottom
and Wieland) were in g po~
sitlon to prevent numerous
embassy and CIA reports re-
porting Castro’s communism
from gotng above the fourth
tloor to Secretary John Foster
Dulles.

Mr. Smith s to be congrat-
ulated, of course, on his rec-
ognition that Castro was a
Communist and on his patri-
otic efforts to influence de-
partmental policy against him.

". Intelligence 5., “fep
: Cuba: and that they’»_l_eft' 18-

He, however, seemingly layx
virtually all the blame . for
the early limited pro-Castro-
ism of the Eisenhower - ad-
ministration on Rubottom and
Wieland; and he also -seems
to think that these luckless
officlals prevented Secretary
Dulles, et al, from seeing
the intelligence reports from
Cuba. )

N Unfortunately.' Mr, Smith's
strictures appear“to be mora
of a left-handed reflection on
President Eisenhower and Sec-
retary Dulles than on the

“fourth floor officials. I for
© one would Tate to belleve that,
At 8 cryclal time in our his-

tory when the Cuban prob-

‘- lem wes making headlines in
; our dafly press, Secretary Dul.

les and-or the- President did

. ot take the initiative to réad

briefs on the more important

‘reports. -
14

Jor Cuban di

~fover, anyone who knows

‘thl'ng about the internal work-
ings of the Department of .-
State knows that, even had "

they tried, Rubottom and Wie. ,
land could not have kept the :
Intelligence reports abaiit
Castro from reaching the
hands of Secretary Dulles and-
or  President  Eisenhower,
More especially when Allen_
Dulles, brother of the secre- :
tary, was head of CIA and:
must himself have been well.
Informed about Castrg's idé-
ological Inclinations;, = =~
No, let's be realistic without
being unduly critieal, A lim-
ited amount of pro-Castroism )

seems to have been the of-

ficlal policy of the Eisenhow-
er administration during the .
early days of Castro's risa to;
power, And I credit President :
Eisenhower and the

retary Dulles with being too

strong_in character to want js,
to pass the buck on this one ! -
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